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Evelyn McNamara

Name:Evelyn I. McNamara

Age:94
Place of residencaMillville, MA

In your own words, how are you breaking gender stereotypes?
It is felt by some that as we age, we cannot fully participate in
a meaningful way. Rather than retire from community affairs,
seniors have much to offer, even in their 90s!

Why did you choose to participate in this event?
There are many forms of diversity other than gendtc, Age
IS one that many do not think of.

LA OKSNB lyeigKAy3d StasS éz2dzQR
Well into my nineties, | am invigorated by a continuation of
community involvement and | feel | can contribute, as well.



T . ol Tressy Collier

Age:39
Place of residenceBlackstone, MA

In your own words, how are you breaking gender stereotypes?
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who choose not to have children are still in the minority. | have always known
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women; as though there was something wrong with me, or something
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choice, like anything else; and | choose not to be a mother. And despite that,
LQY &adAtt I gl N¥YZI OFNAyYy3I>S O2YLI aah

mx::\

Why did you choose to participate in this event?

L ¢lyd G2 akKz2g @&2dzy3 IANI A FyR
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your life. Forget about biological clocks and gerblé8 @S I £ A y 3
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not to be a mother. None of those things are going to complete you, or make
you happy, or make life worth living. Only you can do that. Be who you are,
and not who someone else wants you to be. Nobody knows you better than
you,sobyallmeansA ¥ A0 Qa R2SayQid FSSt NAIK A 0 F2NJ &2 dzop

LA G0KSNB lyelikKAy3d StasS e2dzQR fA1S iz \ € (2 &J%\d(e
| consider myself a bold, independent single woman. | travel, | explore, | go ¢ 0\
adventuresg and | do most of it alone. | love going to movies and shows and

concerts. My cat, Amelia, is the light of my life. My heart lives in Boston and
at Disney.



Katarina Guzinksi

Name:KatarinaGuzinski

Placeof residenceBlackstone MA

Katarina is an archery whiz and a role model to young
women everywhere!




Tonya CurHoard

Name:Tonya CurtHoard
Age:42
Place of residenceiNVoonsocket, RI

In your own words, how are you breaking gender stereotypes?
By switching into the role of a school administrator from being an
English teacher.

Why did you choose to participate in this event?
To entice other females into taking a leader role in fields mostly lead by
men.

LA GKSNB FyeidKAy3a Stas
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have a dream and work hard, you will reach yours.



Pat Sutherland

Name:Pat Sutherland
Age:53
Place of residenceiNVoonsocket, RI

In your own words, how are you breaking gender
stereotypes?

| never believed that because | am a girl/woman that | am
not able to do something. When my sons joined scouts, |
did not think twice about helping out. As the years
accumulated, | became more involved. | feel | have
knowledge to bring the youth of the community not
because | am a woman, but because | have the
knowledge.

Why did you choose to participate in this event?
It makes me happy to be who | am, and | am a scout. | am
a First Class Girl Scout and love being a boy scout, too.

LA GKSNBE FyedKAy3 SftasS &2dxQR
| am happy to share my knowledge of the outdoors.




Name:Liberty Blake
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Place of residenceBlackstone is my home base.

In your own words, how are you breaking gender stereotypes?
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In those days a woman in charge of a yofit was almost unheard
of, but it was a successful organization undertmmtil my term was
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Why did you choose to patrticipate in this event?
| chose to participate in Breaking Gender Boundaries because we pas
people every day and judge them based on what we see, but what we
see is not necessarily the real person. People hide behind costumes,
dzy AF2NX&S YR 2GKSN) LIS2L)X SQa SE
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| am a flower child that has never given up looking for peace and a
better life for all.

| am a published romance writer. | love writing romance because
every book has a happily ever after. And everybody deserves a happ
ending.
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Janis H. Laporte

Name:Janis HLaporte

Placeof residenceBlackstone, MA

In your own words, how are you breaking gender stereotypes?

Traditionallyin Massachusetts, the majority of teachers are women, while the
majority of administrators are men. The role of the middle school assistant principal
has traditionally been held by memn Blackstone, | am the first female assistant
principal of the middle school and only the second female AP in the district, the first
one being held back in the early 90s at the high school level.

Why did you choose to participate in this event?

As a female in a leadership role, it is my responsibility to use my voice and actions to
empower young women to capitalize on their strengths and interelstsel it is

important for young girls to know that they can be and do anything. That hlagg

value and that no obstacle or traditional way of doing things can't be changed with
perseverance and the belief in themselves.

L&A O0KSNB lyedkKAy3da StasS &2dzQR tA1S (2 &F
My family and my beliefs are my foundatioh.am a strong believer in standing up
for what is right, in being fair, in making a difference and being present.




Jennifer Galvin

Name:Jennifer Galvin
Age:40
Place of residenceiVoonsocket, RI

In your own words, how are you breaking gender stereotypes?
| am a female who manages a car parts store. | am an ASE
certified Parts Specialist. Not only do | sell parts, but | also
diagnose car issues.

Why did you choose to participate in this event?

The issue needs to be talked about. Gender stereotyping is aliv
and well, unfortunately. | see it happen on just about a daily
basis.

LA GKSNB FyedKAy3d StasS e&2dzQR
| am an ASE Parts Specialist and | have been in the business o
selling car parts for almost 15 years. | love it when | can help
people who genuinely appreciate it!




Madyson Vanity Mercurio

Name:Madyson Vanity Mercurio

Age:15
Place of residenceBlackstone, MA

In your own words, how are you breaking gender
stereotypes?

L Y I FFEydalo
adzZllll2aSR G2 f
Everything is for everyone.
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Why did you choose to participate in this event?
Because this is not an opportunity you will get every day.

LA OKSNB FyeuKAy3d Stas ez2dzQR
| believe in equality for everyone. Feminists are not only
looking for power from women. They believe in equality for
both men and women!



Kimberly Buteau

Name:Kimberly Buteau

Age:19
Place of residenceBlackstone, MA

In your own words, how are you breaking gender

stereotypes?

| am in a norraditional field. | am a licensed

L) dzYo SNX& | LIWNBYIAOS | yR
yet to see another woman on a jobsite.

Why did you choose to participate in this event?

¢2 aK2g OGKIO e2dz R2y QU K

Follow your heart and do what makes you happy.
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Name:Lynn Bouvier Kapiskas
Age:54
Place of residencaNoonsocket, Rhode Island

In your own words, how are you breaking gender stereotypes?

When | attended law school in the late 1980s, the majority of my classmates were male. After
graduation, most of my fellow female students chose to enter the corporate world rather than a
private law practice (as | did). Today, the majority of attorneys in private practice in my locality are
still male. When | entered the practice of law in 1988, | was the only female attorney practicing in
Woonsocket, Rhode Island. | was one of only two in the northern Rhode Island area. | am happy to
say that this is no longer the case but we certainly remain underrepresented in the legal profession. |
have personally experienced different treatment as a female attorney (in a law firm and in a
courtroom) than | would have experienced as a male attorney but | think it has made me a better
advocate for my clients because | know how to stand strong and fight for myself and for them.

Why did you choose to participate in this event?

| saw a posting from the Blackstone Public Library about the event and thought it might be

something interesting, if people were willing to buy into the idea that women are still

underrepresented in the practice of law. | wanted to participate to encourage any other women (or

girls) who might be considering it to take the plunge. | never regretted my decision and | would hope

they would not either. Never let your gender stop you from pursuing your dreams. As Eleanor

Rooseveltoncesaid,b 2 2y S OFy YIS @2dz FSSt AYFSNA2NI gAK2dzi @2dzNJ O2y aSyd ¢

LA GKSNB FyedKAy3d StasS @e2dQR ftA1S 2 aKIFENB Fo2dzi @2dz2NASt TK
Like many female professionals, | am also a wife and a mother. It may take some careful planning as

well as some juggling but you can have a successful professional AND personal life. | am also very

active in my local school district on behalf of those students (like my son) who have special needs. |

like to think my involvement is a spoff of the advocacy skills | have honed in my professional life. | L K " k
speak for the parents who are afraid to do so and do so gladly. yn n a.p I S a.S



